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Caribbean Community (Caricom) heads of state convened in Port of Spain, Trinidad & Tobago,
on June 29 for a four-day summit. CARICOM member-nations are Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica,
Trinidad & Tobago, Antigua-Barbuda, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent & the Grenadines, St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguila, and the Bahamas. Observers on some of the
Community's permanent committees include Haiti, Suriname, Dominican Republic and Venezuela.
Highlights of the summit are summarized below. (See profile of CARICOM member-nations in
Chronicle 07/02/92.) June 29: Leaders of Jamaica, St. Kitts-Nevis and Trinidad & Tobago expressed
support for a proposed Association of Caribbean States that would include Cuba, Haiti and Latin
American nations bordering the Caribbean. June 30: The Cuban government requested observer
status on selected permanent committees. Deputy foreign minister Ramon Sanchez Parodi said
Cuba is particularly interested in tourism, energy, and high-tech sectors (e.g., biotechnology,
genetic engineering and electronics) within Caricom, i.e., attracting joint ventures. At present,
Jamaica is the only Caricom nation associated with Cuba in tourism development at the famous
Cuban Varadero resort. Other areas of interest for collaboration with Caricom member-nations
are trade, telecommunications and "all types of associations in which Cuba can use its industrial
capacity." In October, he said, Havana will begin procedures for seeking partners in oil exploration
and production. According to the Cuban Foreign Trade Ministry, Cuba- Caricom trade barely
surpasses US$2.4 million. Cuban exports to the Anglophone Caribbean accounted for about 1%
of all the island's exports, and are dominated by oranges, cement, medicines, lobster, shrimp,
tobacco, rum, salt and sugar. Havana imports ammonia and aviation fuel from Trinidad & Tobago,
and soap from Dominica. Colombian deputy foreign minister Fernan Bejarano told reporters that
the "Group of 3" (Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela) had invited Caricom to participate in the
next trilateral meetings on July 13-14. Representatives of the Central American Common Market
and Chile will also attend. July 2: Trinidad & Tobago Foreign Minister Ralph Maraj announced
that Caricom leaders agreed on creating a community- wide currency. Observers said the summit
resulted in few definitive decisions on obstacles to implementation of the common external tariff
(AEC), free labor contracting throughout the region, and a Community-wide currency. Task forces
on the AEC created at the summit are expected to submit tariff schemes for adoption by membernations by the end of September 1993. The AEC was originally scheduled for implementation in
1991, but St. Lucia, St. Kitts, Montserrat and Antigua opted out of the agreement. Next, Jamaica
has suggested reducing the proposed tariff ceiling from 45% to 20%. On free mobility of Caricom
citizens, member-governments are working on the design of a single identification document to
replace passports. The Community hopes to implement the system before year-end. Analysts say a
common currency is improbable before 2000. Among other obstacles, Jamaica, Belize and Guyana
have free floating exchange rates, and thus will not participate in feasibility studies. Caricom
leaders formally approved the trade and investment agreement with Venezuela, permitting free
access by Caribbean products to the Venezuelan market over a five-year period. Aruba's request
for observer status was approved. Summit participants voted to create a joint commission with
Cuba charged with drafting possible trade and cultural exchanges. The commission will lead to
official observer status within the next year or two. Similar commissions have previously been
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created with the Dominican Republic, Venezuela and Mexico, all of which were later granted
observer status. Cuba is expected to eventually apply for and receive full membership in CARICOM.
According to Trinidad & Tobado Foreign Minister Ralph Maraj, "I'm sure that Cuba will be
rehabilitated into the mainstream and eventually take its rightful place in CARICOM." Havana
recently obtained membership in the Caribbean Tourism Organization, a key promotional group for
the region, despite heated protests by Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. In recent months, Cuba
has established full diplomatic relations with neighboring St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and with
Grenada. Havana has also applied for membership in the Caribbean Broadcasting Union, a group of
regional television and radio outlets. Cuban deputy minister Sanchez Parodi said Cuba's advanced
research in uses of sugarcane waste (bagasse) could reduce the Caribbean's need for spending
valuable foreign exchange earnings on some imports. He added, "Instead of importing paper, we
can show them how to use bagasse to produce paper on their own island." Sanchez said, "We will
look for ways to increase trade, communications, airline travel and other things. For example, we
have nickel and Jamaica has bauxite, so there is future potential for developing specialty metals."
Summit participants approved spending US$500,000 on a "Buy Caribbean" campaign, aimed at
strengthening the manufacturing sector, generating and saving foreign reserves, employment
promotion, and developing inter-industry links, with particular emphasis on agriculture and agroindustry. Campaign objectives include unification of quality control by July next year. Barbadian
Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford said the campaign is intended as a tool for raising Community
competitiveness and consolidating diverse economic activities. Caricom nations spend over US
$1.2 billion per year on food imports. Intraregional trade totals about US$465 million per annum.
In a joint statement, the 13 heads of state rejected the US Supreme Court decision which effectively
legalizes abduction of foreign nationals abroad by US law enforcement authorities for subsequent
prosecution in the US. The ruling was described as a violation of national sovereignty. At meetings
scheduled for October, ministers will discuss Community plans to developing links with trade blocs,
and prospects for economic integration with the non-Anglophone Caribbean, and the rest of Latin
America. (Basic data from Associated Press, 07/01/92; Notimex, 07/02/92; Reuter, 07/02/92, 07/03/92;
Agence France-Presse, 06/30/92, 07/02- 04/92; Spanish news service EFE, 07/02/92)
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